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has made a pleasant and welcome addition to our choice of reading 
for intermediate French classes. Joseph E. Gillet 

University of Minnesota 

IL RISORGIMENTO, edited with notes and vocabulary, by John 

Van Horne. The University of Chicago Press. 

The chief characteristic of this anthology is its unity, as the six 
selections that make it up give a general view of the glorious phase 
of Italian life that led to the unification of that country. 

The selections are either taken from the writings of men that 
were the poets, thinkers, and doers in Italy's modern history, like 
Mazzini, Cavour, Garibaldi, and Mercantini, or of writers that 
from that period derived their inspiration, as Carducci and Rovetta. 
The selections are wisely made and they allow us to understand 
the feelings and ideas of the generation that made Italy united. 

The book opens with the letter written by Mazzini to Carlo 
Alberto in 1831, which makes us acquainted with the lofty mind 
and the ardent hopes of that sublime patriot, great man, and 
thinker. There follows the first act of Rovetta's drama, Romanti- 
cismo, in which we see the state of Italian mind and society during 
the lull of battle that followed the year 1848 — a lull that prepared 
the war of 1859 and the revolutions of 1860, when Garibaldi appears 
on the scene, surrounded by a halo of glory and heroism. The 
third selection, the "Hymn of Garibaldi," written by Luigi Mer- 
cantini, gives us the beating of the heart of the people who fol- 
lowed Garibaldi. In Garibaldi's Memorie Autobiografiche, we can 
witness the dramatic battles of the thousands under his leader- 
ship. The next selection, taken from Cavour, takes us to the first 
Italian Parliament that met in Turin and represented the whole 
of Italy except Rome. The book closes with Carducci's "Oration 
on the death of Garibaldi," in which the poet reviews the history 
of the entire Risorgimento. 

The editor shows a remarkable knowledge of Italian history 
and life, as one can see from the copious notes, that enable the 
student to understand the text by offering a historical background 
and by explaining various Italian grammatical constructions. 
In looking over the English equivalent of Italian words, I find 
brace translated "burning coal"; while a better translation would be 
"live coal." Brontolone is rendered by "grumbling." Brontolone 
is generally used with the force of a substantive, as in "an old 
grumbler." 

On the whole, "II Risorgimento" is a very good text-book, on 
which both Professor Van Horne and the University of Chicago 
Press can be congratulated, and which will be read with pleasure 
by all students of Italian. Domenico Vittorini 

University of Pennsylvania 



